"From Mission to Church"

Introduction
General

In 1967, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southwest Africai which had been founded in 19571
celebrated 250 years of mission work of the Rhenish Mission Society (RMS) in Namibia. The RMS
missionary Julius Baumann, who was the head of the literature office of the church at that time and
who had written regularly in the church magazine "Imman uel" on the history of the mission,
compiled all this information in the Afrikaans written book "Van Sending tot Kerk". This book, which
had been printed at John Meinert Printing Press in Windhoek and published by the Church, was sold
for R 1, and became videly distributed, used and even deeply honoured in the congregations of the
church.

60 years later, the Lutheran Pastor Briaan Ritandua Mbazuvara saw the need to have this historical
text made available and consequently spared no pains totranslated "Van Sending tot Kerk" into
English. The original Afrikaans version was i according to Baumann himself i still characterised by
the genius and mood of a German speaking writer, a fact that might still be sensed in this English
version.

Unfortunately Baumann does not quote any sources, but it is obvious that he mainly used the
quarterly reports that the RMS missionaries had to send to their headquarters in Barmen/Germany
since early beginnings of the mission work. One copy of that bulk of documents were kept in Namibia
and stored in Karibib, where the first primitive Archives of the Church can be traced. ! Seemingly he
used also secondary literature T like Vedder's "Kurze Geschichten aus einem langen Leben".
Baumann had free access to these records, since he was living in Karibib from 19631967. His writings
reflect the one-sided view of the missionaries, enphasising the initiative and work of the missionary
himself and downplaying the role of Namibian Evangelists, teachers, elders and congregation
members, especially the women. As a RMS missionary himself, Baumann amplified this view on the
historical events. Notwithstanding this fact, and reading the text with this in mind, the book gives an
overview of historical events in the different congregations and the data available in the mission
documents. It can therefore be regarded as an important source of information for further research
in the original files in the Church Archives, a potential, which was up to now only possible for
Afrikaans readers.

Like his predecessors, Baumann emphasis the exact numbers of conversions, baptism,
confirmations, weddings, burials, persons who attended Holy Communion etc. meticulously
recorded in the missionary's reports and which were used as a criterion for the success of the mission
work by the superiors in Barmen. However artificially this may seem, the numbers give a rough
indication of tendencies, like submission or resistance over the 19h and 20t Century in the Namibian
society. The construction of parsonages, churches and schools are also give a wide space in

1The RMS missionaries were instructed to take care of historical documents at their own mission station and store thden in a sa

place. WhilePrese<. H. J. Olpwas stationed in Kébib, the first collection of historical documents from all stations were
collected in Karibib. This was handled like that until after the Second World War when the seat of thecRogstiser with the
archivesc was moved to Windhoek.
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Baumann's mission history. Another emphasis of this text is the meticulously recording of events
that were important in the development of mission stations. Baumann also re -collects the financial
side of the development of the stations, since the mission project was always an underfunded
undertaking. This aspect of the missionary work, which the missionaries also had to reveal dutifully
to their superiors, allows an exact insight into the financial involvement of the congregation members
and the Chiefs. An advantage of historical mission literature (in comparison t o writings from the
colonial administration or local colonial settlers) is the fact, that the missionaries never hid their
deeper motives in the colonial project. This is also true for Dr. Julius Baumann. Reading Baumann
and similar texts against the grain, and accepting also that Baumann would not have claiming to
write history, but mission history, allows us to benefit obviously from this contributions.

The book follows a simple structure, describing all the mission stations and their branches in
chronological order i a structure which was probably already laid out in the file order of the available
stock of documents. Baumann complemented this summary of historical reports with eight
contemporary reports of church institutions which existed in the 1960tee and which were written by
mission sisters and co-workers of the church.2

"Van Sending tot Kerk" was richly illustrated with historical photos. Each page had at least one
picture. This layout must have met the wishes of the readers and explains much of thepopularity of
this book. The English version of the original book follows the same layout. No picture is left out. It
must be assumed that Baumann found the photos all amongst the collection of historical RMS
documents in Karibib. The originals of many of the photos are at present considered to be lost.

Short Biography of Julius Baumann:

Julius Baumann was born on the 16 July 1912 in Isingdorf/Werther, a small town in the district of
Gutersloh in the state of North Rhine -Westphalia/Germany. This region experienced a far-reaching
religious revival in the 18t Century which reformed the Protestant Church from within and led to an
active participation in diaconal activity and created a fundamental mood for mission work. The fact
that 25 RMS missionaries were recruited from this region already by 1890, shows how deeplythe
RMS was involved in this Pietistic movement.

Julius Baumann grew up with three brothers in a Christian household and also his teachers were
devoted Christians. After completing eight years elementary school his parents urged him to do an
apprenticeship as a tailor. After finishing this, he worked as a tailor only for a short time and
consequently followed his heart wish to become a missionary. For that he had to pass the strict
admission examination before he could join the seminary of the RMS in Barmen.

In 1932, at the age of 20, he started the seven yearlong training in Barmen, which combined three
years study of general subjects with four years of study in Theology and the "Old languages". All
seminarians lived in the mission house under the strict control of their RMS lecturers, and were
intimately involved in weekly Sunday school duties, preaching obligations in the vicinity as well as
regular tours amongst the rural congregations to plead for natural produces for the seminary (the so
called potato sermons).

Julius Baumann had just finished his training as missionary, when the Second World War started
and he was conscripted as a soldier. He miraculously survived the gruels of the War and was arrested
after the war by the Americans as a prisoner ofwar.

After he was released, now at the age of 33, he studied for his School Leaving Certificate and
completed it after two years. This was the precondition for him to study at a German University.

2 A. Maasdorp, MDeppert, A. Albat, U. PénnighausMenninger, W. Wienecke, E. Peise and J. //Hoebeb.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCtersloh_(district)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCtersloh_(district)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Rhine-Westphalia

Against the explicit wish and will of his Tutors and "Missi on fathers" in Barmen, he decided to study
Theology, completing his studies at the University Marburg and vicariate in another four years.
Finally he was send off as a RMS missionary to Okahandja/Namibia in 1953, now already at the age
of 41.

In Okahandja Baumann worked, together with the first ordained African Pastors Andreas Kukuri and
Adolf 'INowaseb in the mission congregation and as the German Pastor in the German congregation.
The year 1957 became an important year in the history of the mission church.It was during the
founding synod in Okahandja, that the former mission church became independent under the name
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southwest Africa (Rhenish Mission) (ELKSWA).

In 1961 Baumann participated in a commemorative publication for Hei nrich Vedder's 85th birthday.

Vedder lived in Okahandja during his retirement. This physical closeness and the fact that Vedder

was exposed to criticism from both Black people and young RMS missionaries, because he had
readily followed the appointment as a Senator in Apartheid South Africa, inspired Baumann to do
research on Vedders life. While Baumann and his family were on home leave in Germany in 1961, he

used the time and the archives of the RMS to collect background material information about the

history of the RMS mission work in Namibia. This must have also have been the beginning of the

first compilation of the background information which he later used for his publication "Van Sending

tot Kerk". His extensive use of the RMS Archives in Barmen formed the foundation of his Ph. D. on
Heinrich Vedder, which was published in 1965 by E. J. Brill (Leiden/Colon) under the title "Mission

und Okumene in Siidwestafrika. Dargestellt am Lebenswerk von Hermann Heinrich Vedder." In his

thesis Baumann justifies Vedders positive approach towards Apartheid. Baumanns arguments
concerning Vedderés positive stance on Apartheioc
toward the authorities. Like Vedder, Baumann also viewed it as the duty of a Christian to recognize
Goddés order within the established authority. A
admonishing the government not to permit unjust actions against Black people.

When Baumann returned to Namibia in 1964, after his long leave in Germany, he was stationed in
Karibib and was made responsible for the public relation work of ELKSWA. Together with Auguste
Eises and Ehrenfried Kanduvazu they published the regular church magazine "Immanuel” in three
languages (Afrikaans, Otjiherero and Khoekhoegowab). Part of it was a regular review of the RMS
mission history in Namibia, which Baumann compiled from the records of the archives of the
ELKSWA which was still in Karibib during those times. When the 125t jubilee of the RMS mission
work was celebrated in 1967, Baumann utilized the contributions in "Immanuel” to publish the
history of the 33 mission stations in Namibia in the book "Van Sending tot Kerk". The 3000 copies
of the book were printed at John Meinert at the cost of DM 13 000, an amount which Baumann
collected from mission friends in Germany, America and England. The book was sold cheaply in
ELKSWA congregations throughout the country and became very famous amongst congregation
members. An Otjiherero translation of this book (probably done by Ehrenfried Kadnuvazu) was
never published.

In the same year that "Van Sending tot Kerk" was published, Baumann and his family left Namibia,
because of his wife's health. Until his retirement he served as a Luthean Pastor for another 14 years
in Halle, a town in the region from where he originally came. During all that years Dr. Julius
Baumann supported the Kindergarten work of the ELCRN privately and through his congregation
and friends till his old age. He died in Halle (Westphalia) on the 26.10.2008 at the age of 96.



Editorial/Publisher notes

The Baumann text is left unchanged, except for terms which nowadays are considered to be
contemptuous. When Names or places are obviously spelled wrong, the correct spking is added.
Some words needed an explanations for the present day reader, they are listed in the Glossary.

Baumann uses the South African Rand (R) for all monetary information given in the text. At the time
of the publishing of the book (1967), one South African Rand was equal to 1,40 US Dollar. Using this
exchange rate will give an estimate value of the amounts, which Baumann is quoting. It must however
be considered that Baumann will already have changed the amounts he found in the documents into
South African Rand.

Although the quality of the photos does not match the original print -outs in "Van Sending tot Kerk",
scanned-in re-productions have been included in the English version to re-capture some of the
original charm of the 1967 edition.

Glossary

Blue Cross groups Because of the grave alcohol problem in their congregation, RMS
Missionaries organised Blue Cross groups, in which the members committed themselves to refrain
from any alcohol. RMS Missionaries were mostly also teetotaller. Blue Cross wa founded in 1877 by
the Swiss pastor Louis-Lucien Rochat because of the widespread social problem of alcoholism in
Europe.

Branch station A small mission congregation at a remote location with its own Evangelist,
which formed part of a main mission stat ion with an RMS missionary.

Chief Afrikaans: kaptein. Traditional African leader.

Church discipline The church discipline formed part of the congregation/church order by
which the missionaries had created a tool to control their congregation members. In consultation
with the congregation elders, the missionaries could exclude members from Holy Communion

because of their conduct. Reasons for excluding
congregation members, deliberate lie, quarrel and fighting,idolat ry and sorceryo. M
convicted of Afadul tery, fornication and negl ect

stricter church discipline.

Coloureds Afrikaans: Kleurlinge. Other than the Baster of Rehobother, all Namibians with
mixed African-European origin were called Coloureds/Kleurlinge. Big groups of
Kleurlinge/Coloureds lived in the RMS congregations of Windhoek, Aroab, Walfishbay, and
Rietfontein.

Congregation elder A congregation member who was elected to the congregationboard by
the congregation at one of the congregation meetings, to represent the interests of the congregation
to the missionaries. In practice, they were often used by the missionaries to represent the
mi ssionaries6 interests to the congregation.

Dominee (Afrikaans) Plural: dominees. A clergy of an Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk
congregation.

Evangelical Lutheran churches in Namibia Three Evangelical Lutheran churches in
Namibia and their predecessors must be distinguished in order to put the information in to the
correct context: Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (ELCIN), the former Evangeliese Lutherse
Ovambo-Kavangokerk (ELOK) is the biggest of the three and had its beginnings in the mission work
of the Finish Mission Society. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia (ELCRN),
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the former Evangeliese Lutherse Kerk in Suidwes Afrika (Rynse Sendingkerk) (ELKSWA), had its
origins in the work of the RMS. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia i German Evangelical
Lutheran Church or Deut sche Evangelische Kirche (DELK) is the smallest of them and was initiated
by the Evangelische Oberkirchenrat (Protestant High Consistory) in Berlin.

Heathen According to mission terminology, a heathen was an African who had not (yet)
converted to Christianity. It always had a pejorative connotation and it was in this sense that it was
used by missionaries and Evangelists.

Herero Mission Until the 1950s the RMS called its mission work amongst the Ovaherero, the
Herero mission.

Internment During the Second World War, the South African Government arrested
thousands of German Nazi supporters and others in Namibia and kept them in Internment Camps
(e.g. Andalusia) until the end of the war.

Kaptein/Onderkaptein See "Chief"

Klein Hendrik Witbooi The eldest son ofthe famous Nama leader Hendrik Witbooi was also
Hendrik. He became an important teacher, Evangelist and leader in the RMS Mission Church. To
distinguish him from his father, he was frequently called Klein Hendrik, the "small" Hendrik
Witbooi.

Leeraar (Afrikaans) ATeacher 0. A title used as a sign
extended to Evangelists and pastors.

Location Afrikaans: lokasie. Location refers to the underdeveloped racially segregated urban
areas that were reserved for Blacks only. Townships vere usually built on the periphery of towns and
cities.

Local co -worker/local pastor The mi ssionary sources use t
wor kero or finativeso whenever they refer to inha
Al oc-awlb r & @ wséd inithe denotation of the original sources.

Mission Management The RMS Missionaries in Namibia worked under a strict
hierarchical structure. Until 1962, the highest bodies of the RMS in Germany were the Directorate
(Council of Delegates) and the gereral assembly. The Council of Delegates consisted of the delegates

from all main associations that had joined to form the RMS. The Council of Delegates chose as their
chairperson and as the executive director of the RMS,thesec al | ed e x e c ulatarsmelyi n s |
called the Adirectoro. I n Namibia itself the Mi:
who was appointed from Germany. The Missionaries choose a Mission Management amongst them,

who supported the Preses in local matters.

Muk uru (Otjiherero) The first RMS missionaries used Mukuru as the word for the monistic
Christian God, without recognising that it was the title used in the Ovaherero society for an important
chief or even for the original ancestor.

Namibia /Southwest Africa/S  outhwest The areas making up presentday Namibia, as well

as parts of [ have been known by many names
ATransgariepo, fADamaral ando or fHayNanbalAaaGeomad e s ¢
colony,thecount ry was named AGer man South West Africao
in 1915 it became generally known as ASouth Wes
Nations in 1969, the official name colantaitselfthardess wa s
instilled the name ASouth West Africal/ Namibiabo.

the country officially named Namibia. Baumann uses "Southwest Africa" or "Southwest'.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underdevelopment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_area

Oruuano (Otjiherero) ACommuni t y 0. poliicalcand religiousamoyement that had its
origin in RMS Ovaherero congregations as early as the 1920s and that finally lead to its secession
from their origins to form a separate religious community in the 1950s.

Paulinum  The theological seminary of the RMS for the training of Evangelists and pastors was
established in Karibib in 1938. It moved to Otjimbingwe in 1963, when it became the joint training
seminary of ELK and ELOK. After independence, the Paulinum was relocated to Windhoek as the
seminary for ELCRN and ELCIN.

Pondok A dismissive term for a traditional African hut, build from traditional material like
wooden poles, branches, stones and grass.

Preses As the missionaries were divided into AHer

depending on where they worked, each of this group had its own leader, the Preses. The Council of
Delegates from Germany appointed the Ureses. In the church order of the independent church
(ELK), the position of Preses was maintained and he became the chairpersonof the church council.
During the general synod of 1985 the ELK gave itself an Episcopal Church order and the leader of the
church became a bishop. The organisational structures of the RMS also knew the position of Preses.
Here the Preses was an official epresentative of the mission society, elected for a limited period by
the general assembly.

Rinderpest A lung disease, plague among cattle and antilopes. This plague hit Namibia in
the years 18961897 very hard, especially the cattleraising Ovaherero. In 1897 roughly 80% to 90%
of Ovaherero cattle were lost to the disease.

San A Nama word for the people who were often
uses. The San were among the very first people in Southern Africa. The most notable groups ofan
who lived in Namibia during the period covered in this book are the 'Kung and the Hei//lom.

Shilling/penny/pound Until the 1960tees, South Africa (and with -it Namibia) used the English
currency. One pound had 24 shillings and one shilling was equal to12 penny.

Standard (St.) During pre-independence times, the names of the school classes were called
Standard and numbered. St. 1 was Grade 3 (or 4). The school leaving certificate could be acquired
after St. 8 (Junior Certificate) or Str. 10 (Senior Certi ficate). Schools for Whites followed the system
of Cape Province Education Department. Schools for Blacks were forced into a inferior system of the
"South African Department for Bantu Education”.

Literature

Baumann, Julius . Ein Lebensbild Dr. Vedders. In: Festschrift. Dr. h. c. H. Vedder. Published by
Prof. W. Drascher (Tubingen) and the SWA Scientific Society. Windhoek, 1961.

Baumann, Julius . Mission und Okumene. Dargestellt am Lebenswerk von Hermann Heinrich
Vedder. Oekumenische Studien. Herausgegebervon Ernst Benz. VII. Teil. E. J. Brill. Leiden, 1965.

Baumann, Julius . Mein Leben. Rickblick und Rechenschaftsbericht. Transkript Verlag. Bielefeld,
2002.

Vedder, Heinrich . Kurze Geschichten aus einem langen Leben. Verlag der Rheinischen Missions
Gesellschaft. Wuppertal -Barmen, 1953.

Pastor Briaan Ritandua Mbazuvara, Hans -Martin Milk

c al



FROM MISSION TO CHURCH
1842 -1967

VAN SENDING T

125 JAAR

125 YEARS OF RHENISH MISSION WORK IN
SOUTHWEST AFRICA



1] oo 18 Tox 1o o I SURRRPPPP 1
OUTPOST FOR THE NAMA MISSION

WARMBAD 1805 ....ceiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt et ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e aeaaaaaaaeaaaaaaanaaaaans 11
THE FIRST RHENISH MI SSION STATION IN NAM ALAND

BENANIE L1842 ...ttt e e e e e e et 19
PERSEVERANCE DESPITESETBACKS

LAY T Lo g o= U 27
THE FIRST MISSION STATION IN HEREROLAND

OHIKANGO 1844 ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e e B0
"THE LORD HAS GIVEN US ROOM"

RENODOTN 1845, .. e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e s e e e e anb b beneeeeeees 50
BETWEEN THE DUNES AND WATER

R00IDANK T WaIVIS BaAyY 1845.......eeueiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e 65
HERE THE HEARTS ARE BEING QUENCHED

OHIMBDINGWE L1849 ... .ttt e e e e e e e e et e e et bbb e e e e e e e 72
THE HEART OF HEREROLAND

OKANAN]JA 1850 ... ..o e e e e et et e e e e e e e e et e aaaaaaaaaaes 85
A TOURCHBEARER IN THE SOUTH

2T =] o F= T = 1O TP 99
AT THE BORDER OF THE KALAHARI

(€] o= o EST R 1 G YRS 106
BETWEEN WITRAND AND SWARTRAND

(€] oT=To ] o I = 10 OO PPPPPPP 114
STARTED WITH HOPE

KeetmManShOOP 1866...........cii it e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaaeeees 131
STEADFAST IN FAITH

OMATUIU L8700 ..ttt ettt e e e e ettt e e et e e e e e et tba e e e e eeeata s e esb e eeeeeeaban e eeaeesnes 139
BETWEEN ERONGO AND BRANDBERG

(@700} 1o =1 0 1= 200 I 0 SRR 152
NO ABINDING CITY

Otjosazu, Otjizeva, Otjihaenena and OKAZEVa..............uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieciie e 161



THE ENCHANTING PLACE IN HEREROLAND

WaALEIDEIG 1873ttt e e e e e e e e e 170
WATERS IN THE DESERT

RIEHIONTEIN L1885 ... ittt ettt e e et bbbttt e et e e e eeaaaeeeeas 180
FROM KOKOVELD TO THE "SMALL TABELMOUNTAINS"

Sesfontein, Kamanjab, Fransfontein, OULJO ..........ccoiiiiiiii e 186
A FERTILE PLACE

L= TH ] o T C T L U UUPUPRR RSP 198
THE CENTRAL POINT IN THE WEST

KariDID 1902 ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e a e 203
THE TOWN AT THE SHELL COAST

Y TVZ= 1T o 10T T 0L PSP 214
BUILD ON THE ROCKS

0 T [T 200 S 1L R 221
THE PORTAL TO THE NAMIB

USBKOS 1907 ... ettt ettt e s s e e e e e e e et ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e eanaaaeaaaeeeaaeeeeeeaearnnes 228
CONGREGATION IN THE MINE REGION

JLIESTU L= o T O PPOPPPPPPPI 237
ONE OF THE YOUNGEST MISSION STATIONS

(€70 To 11 {0 01 (=11 0 A 1 I 246

PROCLAMATION AND DIAKONIA
EQUIPPING FOR THE OFFICE OF SERVICE

2 VA o= 1S3 (o] g Y = = 1= (o] 1 o N 254
EQUIPPING OF WOMEN CO-WORKERS FOR CONGREGAION WORK

By SiSter Margarete DEPPEIT ........uuuuueeeieieiiiiee ettt eeeeeaees 257
EVANGELIZATION SERVI CE IN OUR CHURCH

BY Pastor A. AIDAL..........ooiiiiiiii et a e e e e e e e e 260
DIACONAL MINISTRY IN OUR CHURCH

By Sister Ursula PONNIGRAUS ..........oiiii e e 264
THE WORK OF THE MISSION NURSES

BY SiSter EISE MENNINGET ......ccoi ittt e e e e e et et e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s s a e e e 268
THE YOUTH WORK

BY PaStOr W. WIBNECKE. .......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et e bbb 270

WOMEN MINISTRY



BY SISTEI EVA PRISE....ccciieiiiitiiiie s s et e e e e e e ettt a st e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeeattaata e e eeeeaeeeeeennnnnes
HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION AS CHURCH RESPONSBILITY
BY MI. J. JTHOBDED ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e a s

10



OUTPOST FOR THE NAMA  MIS SION

WARMBAD 1805

The first missionaries who came to the then
Southwest 1 Africa, were two brothers, namely
Christian and Abraham Albrecht. They attended
the Missionary school of Pastor Johannes
Jaenickte in Berlin, Germany i where they were
trained and sent by the London Missionary
Society (LMS) to South Africa to bring the Gospel
to the Nama people.

After they crossed the Orange River, they stayed
at a placed which they named Stille Hoop. From
there they moved to another place which they
called Blydeverwagting. Kaptein Jager Afrikaner
of the Orlams who reigned since 1793 lived there.
According to Dr. Luckhoff the Afrikaner family
where employed by Field cornet Piet Pienaar. On
a certain day a bloody struggle broke out between
Pienaar and Afrikaner in which Pienaar was
killed. Thus the Afrikaner family took over the
farms in the area and subjugated other Orlam
families under their yoke.

In 1805 the two missionaries Albrecht came into
contact with Jager Afrikaner. The missionaries
made a great impact on the kaptein and he
requested them to stay with him. But the
missionaries wanted to proclaim the Gospd to
other people especially the Bondelswarts who
were living in Warmbad. When the people heard
that there were missionaries in Warmbad, they
came from all directions. The two Albrecht
brothers started with baptismal classes, and
constructed a school building which was
attended by 60 kinds. A small congregation
arose, but the kaptein of the Bondelswarts
remained unconverted.

For five years the brothers worked together, then
Abraham Albrecht fell sick and on his way to
Cape Town for medical care, he passed way at
Tulbagh. Christian Albrecht traveled to Cape
Town to welcome his bride, Sofia Burgmann.

Once again, dter their wedding in Cape Town,
they started afresh with the mission work in

Warmbad, were people already were living a
Christian life. There was great joy amongst the
whites and the blacks.

This lasted for few months, after which the
mission station was unexpectedly attacked and
destroyed by Kaptein Jager Afrikaner. Reverend
Albrecht and his wife fled and they never
returned to Warmbad. On the 7 April 1812 Mrs.
Albrecht died in Silwerfontein and Missionary
Al brecht di dnot see the
Warmbad. Together with another Missionary
they founded a new mission station Pellain 1814.
Before his death he had the pleasure to see
Kaptein Jager Afrikaner coming to reconcile with
Albrecht.

Missionary Robert Moffat, who worked at
Blydeverwacht from 1818-1819
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Jager Afrikaner repented and was baptized by
Missionary Ebner of the London Missionary

Society on the 23 July 1816, and assumed the s 2

name Christian Afrikaner. In 1818 Missionary
Robert Moffat came to Blydeverwacht, an
outpost of Warmbad, where Christian Afrikaner
and his tribe lived. Twelve years he worked there
to establish a mission work in the then
Bechanualand, now Botswana.

For 22 vyears Warmbad was without a
Missionary. Missionaries of the Wesleyan
Mission, Barnabas Shaw and William Trelfall
occasionally came to Warmbad. In 1825, William
Trelfall and Johannes Jager together with two
Nama evangelists were murdered close to
Warmbad. Only in 1834 did Missionary Edward
Cook of the Wesleyan Mission accept the callto
Warmbad. A year later he baptized 30 new
believers. A parsonage and a large church
building were erected and the work advanced
very well. Kaptein David Afrikaner was
appointed as a teacher. In the meantime Cook
fell sick and requested for a secondMissionary
Missionary Joseph Tindall who arrived in 1840.
The health condition of Missionary Edward Cook
worsened and on 9March 1843 he passed away
and was laid to rest in Warmbad, the funeral
service was led by Pastor Tindall. According to
the church chronicle, Pastor Cook baptized 437

Ipeople.

The successor of Pastor Cook was not Past
Tindall but Pastor Ridsdale, who arrived in
Warmbad on 1 February 1844. He worked there
for three years before being transferred to
Wynberg in the Cape Province. In Warmbad
Missionary John Bailie took over the work in
1848 and stayed there till 1851. He was followed
by Joseph Tindall who returned to Warmbad for
the second time. For four years he served the
Warmbad congregation which consisted of 250
members and had 110 children in school. For his
farewell sermon people came far as 120 miles

(293 km).
Rhenish Missionaries come to Warmbad

The last Wesleyan missionaries were Ridzill, J.
Thomas, J. Priestley, and M. Godmann. In 1867

Missionary F. W. Weber, the first RMS mission
stationed in Warmbad

on the request of the Wesleyan, the Rhenish
Missionary Society took over the mission work in

Warmbad and the first Rhenish Missionary was
Friedri ch Wilhelm Weber who was transferred

from Gobabis to Warmbad.

On 22 September 1867Missionary Weber was
installed by Superintendent J.G. Kronlein in
Warmbad. The congregation was surprised that
the Missionary was fluent in the Nama language.
The Wesleyans who each stayed there for a short
while, mostly preached in Dutch. How can a
Missionary reach the hearts of the people if he
cannot speak their language? The people of
Warmbad were happy in 1867 that the pastbrs of
Barmen could proclaim the Gospelin Nama.

Steadily the worked progressed. In 1876 there
were 1,147 members and 237 who were entitled
to receive Holy Communion. 90 kids were in
school. On the 21 November 1877 a new church
building was dedicated which still stands today.
The construction cost was mostly contributed by
the people themselves and also through the sale
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~ Chief Willem Christian,
' leader of the
,.‘_,,; Bondelswarts from
. 7.3.18691t0 3.10.1901

-t

Missionary Carl Wandres and his family

of land to an English business man. The
dedication service was attended by missionaries

Kreft, Brecher, Hegner, Fenchel, Olpp and

Doenges. Many whites, the Kaptein and his
council and a large congregation showed up and
listen to the sermon: "Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he shall dwell wit h them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them and be their God"
(Revelation" 21:3) It was a day full of peace and
happiness. Till November 1880 Missionary

Weber worked peacefully, but then his wife fell ill

and they had to travel to the Cape.

For one year the congregation was without
spiritual ministry. In December 1881 Missionary
Schroeder who was stationed in Windhoek,
accepted the mission work in Warmbad. He
suddenly found difficulties with the people and
felt the need to place a section of the
congregation under censorship as result of
misuse of alcohol. The desire for alcohol was so
great that Schroeder felt to leave the place
without a Missionary till the people change.
Shortly afterwards he was transferred to
Kommaggas andMissionary Pabst arrived on the
18 March 1883 in Warmbad. He only worked
there for two year and could not cope with the
loose morals of the congregation, and he went to
Rietfontein.

In February 1885 Missionary Carl Wandres was
welcomed by the congregation; the leaders of the
Bondelswarts were drunk at this occasion, which
was not an encouragement for the new pastor.
The two Kapteins received a yearly allowance of
R120 from the Cape gov
give a god moral example. Nevertheless,
Missionary Wandres started with baptismal class
and had 45 people in his class. He taught the
people gardening to promote diligence amongst
the people. End of 1888 there were 373
members, 144 came to Holy Communion and
100 children came to school. 20 adults requested
a special class; in addition the pastor gave
confirmation class to 60 people.

The priests of the Roman Catholic Church caused
all kind of troubles, not only through false

13
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reports but also to gain access into Warmbad
area. On the 28 September 1891, the Kaptein, his
council, Missionary Wandres, had a meeting
with the catholic priest father Simon of Pella,

where the latter was asked to give account of his
behavior towards the Rhenish Mission. The

acting Kaptein Timotheus Snewe made it clear to
Father Simon to stay beyond the Orange River
because the Rhenish Mission was already
working in Warmbad.

Disturbanc es hamper the work

During that time politics also played its role. The

great Nama leader, Kaptein Hendrik Witbooi

agreed in Keetmanshoop with Kaptein Willem

Christian to pursue the Veldskoendraers and to
take away their livestock. They did it. On the 21
August 1890 the German commissioner, Dr. E
Goring was in Warmbad and signed a protection
treaty with the Kaptein; later a small number of

German soldiers were stationed there.

For fourteen years Missionary Wandres served
the mission in Warmbad. In 1899 he went on
leave to Germany and Missionary Kronsbein
took over for a period of one year. On the 1 June
1900 he left Warmbad and Southwest. He was
succeeded by Missionary Moller  of
Keetmanshoop who was inducted on the 30
September 1900. The work progressed verywell.
On the 3 October 1901 Kaptein Willem Christian

passed away, he was baptized on his deathbed.

His son Abraham Christian succeeded him as
Kaptein; he was baptized but was for a long time
placed under church discipline. Drought
harassed both the land and the people. Many
moved away to other places and the school was
closed down. Missionary Moller left Warmbad in
June and returned to Germany.

In October of that year a great tragedy came over
the Bondelswarts people.During an insurrection

Kaptein Abraham Christian and some German
soldiers were killed. The German government
reacted angrily; from the north many troops

were called, the Bondelswarts were forced to
surrender their weapons and they lost a large
track of land. The church and parsonage were
provisionally used by German troops who were

Missionary H. Nyhof and his wive. He worked in
Warmbad since 1907, died there in 1936 and it
burried there
stationed in Warmbad ; the German did not allow
a pastor to be stationed permanently there.
Nevertheless, Missionary H Nyhof visited three
times from Konkordia; during his first visit , he

found 72 menin the local jail .

Only on 8 August 1907 could Missionary H.
Nyhof move to Warmbad and was inducted on
the 18 August 1907 by Superintendent Tobias
Fenschel. The main task of Missionary Nyhof
was to gather the congregation. In 1910 there
were 300 members, 168 Holy Communion
celebrants. On Holy Communion Sundays, the
people of Haib, Gabis and Driehoek also came to
Warmbad. A small church building was
dedicated in 1913, which was a gift from a
mission friend in Germany. A great help was it

14



Mission Stati
for the congregation when Missionary W. Lind
spent half year (1913) in Warmbad.

Christian life and morals were revived, the
congregation grew to 484 members, and theFirst
World War affected the congregations greatly in
Southwest. From the Union came the South
African troops and attacked the district
Warmbad. Most of the inhabitants including

Missionary Nyhof were taken to Otjiwarongo and
could only return to Warmbad when the peace
treaty was signed in Korab in July 1915.

The congregation needed to begathered and be
revived; above-all it was very impoverished and
the flu-epidemic threatened the area of
Warmbad. Drought and hunger prevailed and it

became evident that the people were about to
lose their land. Dissatisfaction increased, which
led to the 1922 Bondelswarts-uprising. Kaptein

Jakobus Christian and Abraham Morris were

asked to hand in all the weapons within the area
of Warmbad. When they refused, it led to the
fight next to Haib. The government troops used

air force to bombarding the place: the
Bondelswarts surrendered and most of the men
were incarcerated for long time.

Slowly the mission work continued. The pastor
found faithful co-workers such as Johannes
Samuel Christian in Warmbad, Eduard Snewe in
Haib and Gottfried Witbooi in Wortel. In 19 28 a
school building was erected in Wortel which also
served as a church. Steadily the congregation
grew the statistic of 1929 shows 804 members.

on in Warmbad in 1917

From 1907, 506 children and 109 adults were
bapti zed; 174
solemnized.

In 1936 Missionary H. Nyhof became seriously ill
and died on Christmas day and was buried in
Warmbad; mourn ed by his congregation which
he served for almost 30 years.

His successor was Missionary  August

Rethemeier who already since the 3 August 1936
was installed as a assistant preacher. In the
beginning of 1937 he took over the work in

Warmbad and its outpost. He could carry visits

to the outpost more efficiently because he had a
car. In 1939 he acquire a building site in

Kalkfontein (Karasburg), because it becameclear

that there was a need to construct a school which
could also be used for church services, the school
was constructed and dedicated in 1946. Elder
Christian Louw was responsible for the

construction. The church work was transferred

steadily from Warmbad to Karasburg, because
this place was constantly growing.

During the First World War the Missionary A.
Rethemeier was placed under house arrest and
could not serve the congregation. Fortunately,
evangdists Ernst Kaffer at Haib and Ernst Jager
at Karasburg took care of the congregations.
These two Gospel ministers contributed greatly

to prevent that the split movement from

Keet manshoop didnot

15

coupl ebds

gain



Missionary A. Rethemeier was transferred to
Swakopmund in 1946, and Missionary F. Rust
from L Gideritz served the congregation for a year,
faithfully according to his time and ability.

The work expand at Warmbad

In 1947 the ministry of the congregations
Warmbad-Karasburg was  entrusted to
Missionary W. Neumeister, who was already
serving the congregations Berseba,
Keetmanshoop and Aroab. Four times per year,
he visited Warmbad and all the branch
congregations, the work thrive successfully and

Speakers during the 150th
anniversary of Warmbad.
From left to right: the Pastor
of the Methodist Church;
Pastor Harre from the Mission
Head Office in Barmen,
Dominee Hugo of the N. G.
Church; Missionaries
Totemeyer and Neumeister

The new Church in Karasburg
which was consecrated on
12 September 1954

the nuber of Holy Communion partakers
increased significantly. It was encouraging that
the Mission Inspector G. Menzel greeted the
congregation and the RMS leadership in
Germany offered assistance.

Nevertheless the pastors andevangelists were to
jealously guard that peace and unity prevailed
and that negative influences were destroyed. The
Roman Catholic Church had six white priests and
eleven nuns in the area of Warmbad; the
incitements from the English priest Michael

Scott create a great dissatisfaction which
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inflamed the congregation. But with praise and
joy to God, Missionary Neumeister could report
in 1953 that the congregation membership stood
at 1353 of which 757 were regular Holy
Communion attendants.

A great day was the 12 September 1954, when the
new church building was dedicated in Karasburg.
For almost 20 years people awaited the arrival of
this day, thus it was fitting to proclaim with the
trumpet call: "Praise. O my soul, praise the Lord,
the mighty King ". Multitudes came to attend the
ceremony. All the windows were opened to
ensure those who were outside to listen to the
message, because the church was too small to
accommodate everyone. Pregs H.K. Diehl came
from Windhoek to preside at the dedication
service and the congregation listens attentively
to his inspiring words. In the afternoon, the
congregation came together again, especially the
white friends and gave their speeches, also the
evangelists and elders of the branch
congregations were given the chance to bring
their greetings. During the evening service,
Missionary Neumeister reminded the crowd to 1
Peter 2:5,"You also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual  sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ".

On the 5 and 6 April 1955 the 150 year festival of
Warmbad was celebrated. Missionaries of the
London-, Wesleyan and Rhenish Missionary
societies came to give thaks to God for his
faithfulness. Missionary Fritz Harre delivered
the greetings from the Rhenish Mission Council
from Barmen, Germany. Representatives of
other denominations including His Excellency,
the Administrator, Daniel du P. Viljoen were
present and delivered their speeches. Evangelist
Ernst Kaffer according to Luke 11:28"happy are
those who hear the word of God and keep it"
pointed out what the power and spirit of God did
amongst the Bondelswarts. The speaker was
grateful to the various Mission societies who pull
all the resources together to ensure that the
people were rescued from darkness and brought
to the light of the Gospel

Evangelist Ernst Jager (left) and Elder David
Philander van Karasburg

In the same year, on the 16 December a beautiful
memorial was erected next to the church with the

heading: "As our fathers trusted, teach us also to
trust, o Lord ". The three blocks symbolizes the
London, the Wesleyan and the Rhenish
Missionary societies. On the bronze plaque is
engraved the names of the pastors who had
served the congregation Warmbad since 1805.
This memorial was erected in cooperation with

the N. G. Church and Rhenish Mission church in

Warmbad and pays homage to the Lord and the
three Missionary societies. The words which
Missionary Neumeister chose for the event fitted

the occasion, from Hebrew 13:7 "Remember
your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.

Consider the outcome of their way of life and

imitate their faith ".
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In 1956 Missionary Neumeister retired but
continued to serve the congregations Warmbad-
Karasburg from Windhoek till in 1958 when
Missionary H. Kessler of Keetmanshoop took
over. In 1960 Missionary F. Mayer of Gibeon
moved to Karasburg and wrote:

"It was a great joy for the whole congregation
when we presented a new church building in July
1964 on the Reserve ground, where services wex
held every evening. The old building was too
small and insufficient. The Lord answered our
prayers and strengthens our hands so that we
could complete the work before we went on

holiday. We coul dnot
dedication rather than to say with the Ps. 103
"praise and give thanks".

The future of the congregation lies in the hands
of God. Let Him give laborers. Let us trust, that
his Father-eye will not depart from us.

Let us not forget the southern congregations in
our prayers which were established in 1805 by
the London Missionary Society and taken over by
the Rhenish Mission in 1867, that it may be
equipped for the day of his return.
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THE FIRST RHENISH Ml

Bethanie 1842

One of the pioneers of the mission work in
Namaland was Missionary Heinrich Schmelen.
He attended the mission school of pastor
Jaenicke in Berlin/Germany and was sent by the
London Mission Society to South Africa. In 1814
he traveled north and crossed the OrangeRiver.
On the 30 May of the same year he came to Wi
@antes where a strong fountain was situated and
Nama tribe under Kaptein Jakobus Fredrik lived.

That time there were 8 different Nama tribes in
Southwest Africa. Missionary Schmelen tried to
visit them all, using an ox as means of transport.
A skin served as a saddle during the day and a
blanket during the night. These trips took him as
far as Walvis Bay. Bethanie washis home where
he erected a stone house which has been
renovated and which houses a small museum. In
1818 Schemelen baptized 20 converts and taught
140 pupils.

In 1822 Schmelen received the assignment from
the London Missionary Society to translate the

New Testament into the Nama language. He was
able to do it, because he had managed to learn
and master the Nama language. Nevertheless the
work was challenging because the Nama
language was not yet written and no grammar
has been develop which he could use. &hemelen
someti mes di dnodt know
tones and sounds into comprehensible grammar.

Thus he has to develop new characters which
were also inadequate. He made four attempts
with the translation work. In 1825 Schemelen

succeeded in translating the four gospels in
Nama language; apart from that he also
translated the Small Catechism and wrote some
songs. This manuscripts were printed in Cape

Town in 1831, and Mrs. Schemelen assisted with
the correction and proof reading. When she

proof-read the last print, she exclaimed: "My

work on earth has been completed, now | can
depart in peace,” and shortly after that she

passed away.

SSION STATION IN NAM  ALAND

Missionary Schmelen spent his last years at
Kommaggas, but he made sure that Rhenish
Missionaries came to Southwest Africa. In July
1842 Schmelen sonin-law Missionary Heinrich

Kleinschmidt and catechist Jan Bam came to
Bethanie and worked for two years amongst the
Nama people, after which they traveled to
Windhoek. Schmelen actual sequel in Bethanie
was a Norwegian Hans Knudsen.On 3 November
1842 he arrived in Bethanie and renovated
Schmelen dilapidated house and lived there.

i

Missionary H. Schmelen, who came to
Bethanie in 1848 and died in Kommaggas in
1848
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The people in Bethanie received Missionary

Knudsen with joy; people listened with keen

interest to his sermons and within a year he

baptized 42 adults and 30 children, one of the

baptism candidates was Kaptein David
Christian. In 1847 Knudsen laid the corner stone

for a church building according to Daniel 9:25 "it

will be restored and rebuild ". From Bethanie

Knudsen also established a small outpost and
named the place Guldbrandsdalen. There was a
great spiritual awakening amongst the Namas
and multitudes listened to the Gospel In the

whole parish of Bethanie more than 500 were

baptized and 340 were regular celebrants.

Kaptein David Christian requested Missionary
Knudsen to draft the Ryksboek, in which both the

The House of Missionary H. Schmelen at Bethanie which is a museum nowadays

civil and criminal laws are recorded. Some of the
laws from this book are the following:

Par. 1: The Word of God shall be he law by which
all shall be judged.

Par. 6: The Kaptein has the right to order
everything which is not against the word of God
or against the law, and to claim what is just and
equitable; and the people will be obedient to him
or will face the legal penalties.

Par. 9. with regard to church matters, the
Kaptein, judges, and the council has no
jurisdiction; the issues of the church lies in the
hands of the missionaries and his council. But
the church has nothing to do with outward
(physical) punishment. If someone is found

20



Chief David Christian
guilty, the church cannot declare him innocent;
the council reserves the right to apply the
necessary punishment without any influence
from the church.

Par. 10: The man may not physically abuse his
wife and the wife may not bite his spouseor treat
him/her in similar way. If the wife is disobedient
towards her husband and he report her to the
council, she will receive lashes and will be tied to
the pillory for a whole day. Children who beat or
insult their parents will be punished by the
council.

Par. 12: Murders, or whoever sheds human blood
willfully or intentionally (Gen. 9:6), his or her
blood shall be shed by order of the Kaptein and
the judges.

Par. 18: Beer, brandy and dagga is forbidden.

Par. 19: Polygamy is forbidden, a man who has
more than one women, will marry the eldest and

let the rest go. A man will only have one wife and
will not leave her as long as he or she lives, this

also applies to the woman. Fornication is
punishable with fourty lashes of the rod.

Missionary Knudsen travelled to Europe in 1847
and Missionary Samuel Hahn replaced him.
When Missionary Knudsen returned to Bethanie
in 1849, Hahn and the Guldbrandsdalers had
moved to Berseba without the permission of
Kaptein Christian. This led to a conflict between
the Missionary and the Kaptein and Knudsen left
Bethanie in 1851 and went to Cape Town. The
Rhenish Missionary Society sent Missionary
Mattheus Gorth to Bethanie. Due to a severe
drought the place was deserted, a section of the
people moved north to Goais and Missionary
Gorth moved yonder on the 27 October 1852. The
people informed him that Kaptein David
Christian was on a visit in Hoachanas, visiting
the Rooi Nasie. Gorth started preaching every
day and on Sunday he conducted wo semons.
Upon the return of the Kaptein the people were
gathered and Gorth informed them what his
assignment was. The Kaptein replied that due to
some experiences he is not keen to receive a
Missionary . "Well", replied Missionary Gorth, "if
you do not want the Word of God to dwell
amongst you, | will move on, but | will depart
from you with a heavy heart." After a short time,
by the Kaptein they declared: "Today we receive
you as our father and we entrust our children
into his care". Gorth went to his cart and praise
the Lord that He has chosen a congregation for
him in Africa.
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The beautiful twin
tower Church in
Bethanie which

was inaugurated in

1859.

Missionary
Mattheus Gorth

On next Sunday he conducted his inaugural
sermon about Martha and Maria (Luke 10:38 -
42) and every morning he conducted school;
except the children some adults including
Kaptein David Christian attended the school. On
a certain day, a number of women arrived and
erected a rug house for the pastor and with
thanks to God and the women Gorth moved in.

Few days later Missionary Gorth became ill. On
Christmas day he managed to conduct two short
sermons, but on New
weakness he coul dnot
exhausted him and on the 5 January 1853 he
departed quietly, while his bride was at
Kommaggas on her way to him. The
congregation grieved his death. Kaptein David
Christian made the coffin and a great multitude
accompanied his remains to Bethanie, were he
was laid to rest.

Bethanie congregation rebuilt

Hermann Heinrich Kreft arrived in May 1853 in
Bethanie; he was not yet an ordained minister,
thus the congregation was served from Berseba
by Missionary Kronlein with the administration

Y

of the Sacraments. Once it rained well in
Bethanie, Kaptein David Christian and his
people returned to Bethanie. From December
1853 to August 1854Missionary Rath conducted
mission work in Bethanie and the people
experience spiritual revival through this faithful
preacher. On the 9 November 1856 Kreft was
ordained by Missionary Kronlein. Missionary
Kreft started to build a beautiful twin -tower
church which was dedicated on the 26 June 1859.
Jgag trlmg ?ethaﬁig )t/‘ua’d a raelrp%ership 8f 560
Qe%pf'ch. The malaria f|
The worked progressed and the congregation
was loyal to Missionary Kreft till shortly before
1870, when a great number of Bethanie
inhabitants moved to Grootfontein (Maltahohe
District), because of dissatisfaction with Kaptein
David Christian. Missionary Kr e f t
convince them to return to Bethanie. When he
visited Grootfontein, he died there on the 3 May
of the same year. His remains werereturned to
Bethanie and were laid to rest next to his first
wife. Kaptein David Christian took part in the
war between the Namas and Hereros and he was
killed in the battle on the 12 December 1880 in
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